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The Explore Evolution exhibit and education program 
is part of a major nationwide partnership between science 
museums and 4-H organizations. The project features current 
research by internationally known scientists, including two at 
UNL, on evolution of organisms from viruses to whales.  

The Dr. Paul & Betty Marx Science Discovery Center 
has recently been renovated. This ‘hands on’ room provides 
children of all ages an opportunity to explore the natural world 
and the amazing biodiversity of Nebraska. Step into a 6 foot 
cottonwood tree or uncover fossils in the recreated Ashfall dig 
site. Discover more about the prairie, ponds and who’s living 
in your back yard!

The Hall of Nebraska Wildlife, a gallery of 16 dioramas 
depicting scenes from across Nebraska, is currently being 
renovated as a series of touchable, interactive exhibits. The new 
Niobrara Diorama will feature the Museum’s first display of a 
mountain lion.

Mueller Planetarium has amazed audiences for 45 years
with multimedia educational presentations of discoveries in
planetary science and astronomy. Audiences can now 
experience immersive high-tech adventures in a true 360 
degree projected computer generated virtual environment. 
Fulldome digital projection shows allow audiences to witness 
the beginnings of the universe, fall through a black hole, swim 
with whales and much more! Viewers feel like they are part of 
the unfolding scene, whether it’s on the bottom of the ocean 
or in some distant part of the universe.

These wonderful exhibits and programs were 
supported by generous gifts from Nebraskans like you!

Trailside Museum of Natural History
at Fort Robinson State Park, Crawford, Nebraska
www.trailside.unl.edu

More than 10,000 years ago, in what would one day be 
western Nebraska, a pair of bull mammoths died locked 
together in battle. Discovered in 1962, the skeletons of these 
mammoths are now on display in the remarkable new “Clash 
of the Mammoths” exhibit.

Annie Griffiths, National Geographic Society

Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park
Royal, Nebraska
www.ashfall.unl.edu

In May 2006, the Secretary of the Interior designated Ashfall 
Fossil Beds a National Natural Landmark–the first such 
award granted in 18 years. Visitors to this site can view the 12 
million-year-old skeletal remains of vertebrate animals that 
came to an ancient waterhole to feed and drink, where they 
sickened and died, blanketed in volcanic ash.
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Exciting things are happening !  
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